SHIPLOADS    OF    TOWNS
article by Boris Lavrov, its founder-to-be, in the Sovyetski
Polyarnik.   He wrote:
The valley of the river Khatanga is among the least
explored regions of the Far North.    It is very sparsely
populated, chiefly by nomads.   The lower part of the river
belongs to Yakutia, the upper to the administrative district
of  Krasnoyarsk.     The   tremendous   distances   from   the
administrative   centre   are   responsible  for   the  fact  that
it is very poorly served.    At the same time this region
is  of great importance.    Investigations have established
that there are enormous deposits of coal,  oil  and rock
salt, and it is quite possible that  there are also various
metals.    The growing industry of catching and canning
fish in the Far East and in Murmansk has raised the very
serious question of its supply with salt.   Hitherto the Far
East received its salt from Odessa, whence it has had to
travel through the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, the Indian
Ocean and the Yellow Sea to the Northern Pacific or across
the Atlantic and through the Panama Canal right across the
Great Ocean.    Pavlodar salt, also had to be brought over
5500 miles of railway to Vladivostok and loaded on ships
for Sakhalien, Kamchatka and the Chukotka Peninsula.
'Khatanga river salt, as it is found near Nordvyk, lies
half-way on the Northern Sea Route and can be sent both
cast and west by vessels arriving with loads for the rivers
Lena and Kolyma. It would not only allow a fuller use of
the boats and greatly cheapen the transport. The quantities
expected from the salt valley would be sufficient to supply
all the eastern sector of the Arctic and the Far East for
150 to 200 years of intense and industrialized fisheries.
A\>out 20,000,000 roubles of capital investment, to be sunk
in this enterprise in 1936, can safely be regarded as a sound
proposition.'
Hence the decision of the Council of Labour and Defence
to build Nordvyk as a new industrial centre. Hence
the explorations and boring work in the salt valley, the

